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Items included: 

   

 
 

 

  

 

 

1) Decodable Book: Cat at The Max – Print 2 sided, put in a pile, cut down the middle, 
put the top half on the bottom half, and staple. 

2) Quick Key: Cat at The Max – A one sheet guide to using the decodable book 
3) Blending Lines: Cat at The Max – Blending lines are fluency support to be used prior 

to the decodable book working on automaticity with individual sounds and 
decoding words based on the phonics structures in the book. 

4) Sequencing: Cat at The Max  
5) Short A Practice Pages (2 pages): Read the words THEN label each picture with the 

corresponding word. 
6) Decodable Text Practice (6 pages) 
7) Cut and Paste: Short a CVC words 
8) Read for the Stars (Directions & 2 games): Short Nasal A and Short A 



Cat  At  The  Max

I Am Ready, Supplemental: short a focus
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At  bat,  Cat  hit.
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Sticky Words

the    to     I    a  

Cat  did  gas  up  the  van.
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Cat  sags.

Cat  did  jam  on  a  sax.
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Nap,  Cat,  nap !

Cat  lags.
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Cat  yaps,  " I  am  at  
the  max. "

Cat  had  a  nap.
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Cat  ran  a  lap.

Cat  is  up.  Cat  has  pep !
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Cat  did  ham  it  up.
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Cat  did  jab  a  bag.





Blending Lines: Cat At The M
ax 

Line 1 
(letter-sounds) a   g   c   t    p   d    n   x 

Line 2 
(practice skill)   cat     jab     ham

     lap 
Line 3 

(practice skill)   bag     gas      van     nap       
Line 4 

(challenge 
w
ords) 

  sags    lags     yaps    sax 
Line 5 

(connected 
text) 

  Cat   ran   a   lap. 
Line 6 

(sticky w
ords) 

to    the     I      a       
O

riginal C
redit: W

iley Blevins, C
hoosing and Using Decodable Texts - Kindergarten 
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Sequencing Strip 
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Cat A
t The M

ax

(c)E
lise Lovejoy, E

xpress R
eaders



cab     map    cat 
man     nap     ax 

Short Vowel: a Read  a  word  and  write  it  beneath  the  picture  it  matches.

(c) Elise Lovejoy
Express Readers



fan     hat     pan 
van     bat     can 

Short Vowel: a
Read  a  word  and  write  it  beneath  the  picture  it  matches.

(c) Elise Lovejoy
Express Readers



Nam
e:_________________________________ 

CVC W
ords (short a focus)

Read the w
o rd and m

ake a line to the picture. 
Cross out the extra picture.     

rat
jam

van
bag

m
ap(c)

Elise Lovejoy
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Nam
e:_________________________________ 

CVC W
ords (short a focus)

Read the w
o rd and m

ake a line to the picture. 
Cross out the extra picture.     

nap
fan

cab
yak

tag(c)
Elise Lovejoy
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 CVC W
ords (short a focus) 
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A  tan  rat  has  a  hat. 

The  ram
  taps  a  can. 

Cat  pats  a  m
at. 

(c)
Elise Lovejoy
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         Add to the Picture to m
ake the sentence true.     

CVC W
ords (sh ort a focus)
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The  fan  is  on  a  m
at. 

 A  bag  is  on  the  yak. 

(c)
Elise Lovejoy
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         Add to the Picture to m
ake the sentence true.     

CVC W
ords (sh ort a focus)
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Jam
  is  in  the  pan. 

A  hat  is  on  the  van. 
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Elise Lovejoy
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         Add to the Picture to m
ake the sentence true.     

CVC W
ords (sh ort a focus)
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The  m
ap  is  tan. 

 Bug  has  a  ham
  and  

 a   can. 
(c)

Elise Lovejoy
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e:_______________________________________________________ 

 
Vow

el Sort, short a 
Cut the pictures from

 the bottom
 of the page. Sort the pictures by the m

edial vow
el heard, w

ord W
ITH /a/, and w

ords that 
do NO

T contain /a/. Say each w
ord for each picture and find the correct colum

n. 
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j a m b a g c a b 

c a n n a p b a t 

Express Readers 
(c)Elise Lovejoy

Name:______________________



Directions:

-Students write their name on the name line facing them.
-Students take turn rolling and start at the road (not pictured in videos, added 
to make it less confusing).
-Students roll, read the word in the column for the number rolled (with one 
dice).
-Students color in the word they read.
-First student to read all words in the column colors the star.
-If another student gets the same number of a row that has been completed, 
they can color each word up to the star, but just cannot color in more.
-There is a possibility of a tie. Teachers can cut the paper down the middle to 
send home the half belonging to the student.

ADD-ON Activity: Have students highlight the focus phonics in each word 
BEFORE playing the game.

Extension: Students read the word and use it in a sentence to demonstrate 
understanding and encourage discussion and use.

Read For the Stars



pan man ram tan ham bag 

tag lag can rag wag fan 

yam ran sag jam tan van 

Name:__________________________ 
Read for the Stars 

Name:__________________________ 
Read for the Stars 

pan man ram tan ham bag 

tag lag can rag wag fan 

yam ran sag jam tan van 

(c) Elise Lovejoy
Express Readerswww.expressreaders.org
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pat map pad lap lad gap 

tab gal cab pal zap sat 

sad lab hat nap gas mad 

Name:__________________________ 
Read for the Stars 

pat map pad lap lad gap 

tab gal cab pal zap sat 

sad lab hat nap gas mad 

Name:__________________________ 
Read for the Stars 

(c) Elise Lovejoy
Express Readerswww.expressreaders.org
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